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MINUTES

REGION H WATER PLANNING GROUP MEETING

10:00 A.M.

MARCH 1, 2006
SAN JACINTO RIVER AUTHORITY OFFICE
LAKE CONROE DAM

1577 DAM SITE ROAD

CONROE, TEXAS 

MEMBERS PRESENT:   James Adams, Chairman, Roosevelt Alexander, John Baker, John R. Bartos, John Blount, Robert Bruner, Mark Evans, Mary Alice Gonzalez, Jack Harris, Carolyn Johnson,  James Murray, Jimmie Schindewolf, Jeff Taylor, William Teer and C. Harold Wallace . 

DESIGNATED ALTERNATES:  Pudge Wilcox alternate for David Jenkins, Jace Houston alternate for Marvin Marcell, Tom Michel alternate for Ron Neighbors, and Robert Stevens alternate for Danny Vance.
MEMBERS ABSENT: Jason Fluharty, Robert Istre, David Jenkins, Marvin Marcell, James Morrison, Ron Neighbors, Steve Tyler and Danny Vance.
NON-VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT:  Bill Roberts and Woody Woodrow
PRESIDING:   James Adams, Chairman


INTRODUCTIONS

Mr. Adams stated that Pudge Wilcox is the alternate for David Jenkins, Jace Houston is the alternate for Marvin Marcell, Tom Michel is the alternate for Ron Neighbors, and Robert Stevens is the alternate for Danny Vance.
MINUTES OF DECEMBER 7, 2005 MEETING
Motion by Mr. Wallace to approve the minutes of the December 7, 2005, meeting as presented.  Second by Mr. Morrison.  Motion carried unanimously 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS
None. 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2006

Motion by Mr. Harris to approve the nominated slate of officers, Jim Adams, Chairman; Mark Evans, Vice-Chairman; Ron Neighbors, Secretary; and Mary Alice Gonzalez and Harold Wallace, members of the Executive Committee.  Second by Mr. Murray.  Motion carried unanimously.
CALENDAR UPDATE

David Parkhill reported about the upcoming calendar of events for the State Water Plan timeline for 2006 and 2007 and plans for upcoming meetings regarding the next round of planning.
TWDB PRESENTATION ON RESULTS FROM THE STREAMFLOW ASSESSMENT FOR REGION H
Barney Austin, Director of Surface Water Resources – Office of Planning of the TWBD, presented a report on the results from the streamflow assessment for the Region H area.
The assessment is a comparison between present streamflow at selected locations and the future condition at those same locations.  These assessments were proposed at the RWPG stakeholder meeting after the first round of planning.

Mr. Austin discussed the methods of assessing the streamflow by using TCEQ Water Availability Models (WAM).  

Three to five control points were used per basin based on sites recommended by the Region H planning group.  Region H has 26 control points.

The streamflow assessments are not any help for permitting and not an environmental assessment or an instream flow study.

Next steps for this assessment are to:

· Finalize results with each region

· Share results and model

· Write up methodology and results for the 2007 State Water Plan

PRESENTATION ON STATUS OF GROUNDWATER REGULATIONS AND CHANGES IN REGIONAL WATER PLANNING RELATED TO GROUNDWATER
Jace Houston reported on changes in regional water planning related to groundwater.
· HB 1763 
· Joint Planning Requirements:
· Planning based on TWDB-defined groundwater management areas
· Districts within a GMA must meet regularly to conduct joint planning
· Statutory changes do not create a new entity

· Joint Planning:

· Each district must complete a management plan
· Send management plan to all groundwater districts in GMA
· Must consider each others’ plans

· Joint Planning Meeting (each district must provide designee to attend)
· Conduct joint planning
· Review management plans
· Create (vote on) desired future conditions for area aquifers
· To adopt DFCs must have 2/3 vote of attendees of meeting with 2/3 attendance and posted by all groundwater districts in area.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
None.
AGENCY COMMUNICATIONS

Woody Woodrow of Texas Parks and Wildlife reported on a letter to the TWDB about recommendations for future water planning.

Bill Roberts reported that the TWDB is still formulating ideas for the next round of planning.  March 9th there will be a meeting with the consultants concerning technical fixes.  The Region H Plan will be considered at the April TWDB meeting.
OTHER MATTERS

Reminder regarding a provision in the Region H Bylaws stating that some members would be affected by term limits soon unless the Bylaws were changed.  Need to look at the Bylaws to see what changes need to be made concerning term limits and any other items that require changing.

Jim Adams gave a report on the dam repairs.

NEXT MEETING

May 3, 2006
San Jacinto River Authority

Lake Conroe Dam

1577 Dam Site Road

Conroe, Texas
ADJOURNED
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